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Round the World Alumna happiest when on the
move BY KATHLEEN MILLS

(K~lumni,in,ji(]n'J,';:-.ju""'m'J9(]Zin.;:- )h~ Find Video online,

Lilllisav Clark, Br\:OS,is onlv 24 years old, hut

sht"s alre','dY travdt'd 1046 l'Ountries. l'It'r biggestculture slmck didn't COIIICin thc slums of India or
tht' junglt's of Cgamla, hO\\'c\'er. It came whell she
mO\,t'd from \Vahash, [nd .. to Indianapolis at the

age of I-I. Clark says with a laugh,

Clark. \\'ho stud it'd studio art and art history at IU Blooming­

ton. had dont' some trm'dillg with her fiunily as a child, but it

wasll't until she did a semester-at-sea program her junior year at
IU thaI she b('came ohsesst'd \\'ith travel as a way of life.

"[learned about \\'ht'!'l' my heart \\'as headed," she says of
till' SPl11l'stcrat sea. which started ill the Bahamas and included

slops ill China and Hawaii,
She fillished ht'r linal Yt'ar at IU. and thcll - :3(J hours aileI'

graduation - Clark was Oila flight to Europe fill' a round-tbe­
world trip,

'r\ lot of pcoplt' thought it was ridiculous," she says, "People
IlH\'e loans or relation­

ships. but I enjoy being
out and about."
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She spent seven months on the road, traveling Europe, Africa.

and Asia, Having sold her car amI \\ithdrawn her lili, sm'ings
from the bank, Clark had enough money to make it \Hill.

"If you eyer see lilYwardrobe, you'll know I don't spend

money on things like clothing. And I don't han~ any interest in
having stulf."

She stayed in youth hostels, orphanages, on couches. campt'd.
and even spent time on a houseboat.

\\Then she returned li'om her trip, Clark still wasn't rt'ady
to settlc into a job or a routine. She discovered an S'C·\ "Vorld

Traveler Internship competition that set'lIIed tailor-made (ill' her

vagabond ways,
"I didn't go to sleep for 30 hours, {i'om the time I saw the news­

letter to the \'ideo application being finished," she recalls.

Clark was devastated to discO\'er that she wasn't eligihle to win,
because she was no longer a student. The rules changed the (iIIlO\\,­

ingyear, and Clark went li)r it again. In her smartly edited audi­
tion video, Clark bounces around frolll locale to locale, expressing

her eagerness to experience any place STA Travel might want to
continued Oil page ,I
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